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“I want to encourage you to work through these questions thoughtfully. That will help make for a better time of discussion.  This study is meant to complement the lecture.  Below is the lecture's "table of contents."  Refer to it as you do prepare for your small group discussion.  I urge you to be as thorough and diligent as you can this year in your learning.  It will be worth it!












Arthur
"Dying to Live" Lecture "Table of Contents":

"Renew" Theme Intro - 0:00 

Intro to Romans - 10:30

"I urge you therefore brethren to present your bodies" - 20:45

What is a "living sacrifice"? - 30:40

**"Acceptable to God" - how we are all Stephen Paddocks** - 41:50 - 1:10:30

(video shown)

The $20 Challenge - 1:12:20
In Matt. 6:24, Jesus said that we cannot serve two masters; we’ll either hate the one and love the other or hold to one and despise the other.  The specific context of that verse was with reference to riches or materialism.  The application can also be made with respect to anything else that competes with Christ in our lives.  While there may be many other “gods” we serve – popularity, materialism, pride, grades, etc. – those all  are but a mere reflection of the real threat to Christ’s reign in our lives, namely – us!  

WE are the biggest thing standing in the way of God’s control in our lives.  We are the Spirit’s primary competition.  If we are to be successful in living our Christian lives, Christ must be on the throne of our lives, his first orders are this:  kill the competition.  Kill anything that is competing with His reign in your life.  That means us.

 “Therefore, I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.”  Romans 12:1 (NASB)
Are you a Living and Holy Sacrifice?

The key to living supernaturally, living victoriously over circumstances, living above the common, living in a way that makes impact, living joyfully through adversity, & most importantly, the key to pleasing God. – the result of which is true, lasting joy is  . . . dying.  The key to living is dying.

1. What does Romans 8:13 tell us that we must do to live?

2. Read Romans 6:1-11 carefully, making note of how Paul uses the concepts of “death” and “life”.   In your own words, summarize what Paul is teaching us in this passage.

“This is where the lie comes in – believing that we can be close to the Father without dying to ourselves.”









Ravi Zacharias
3. Paul teaches that in Christ’s crucifixion, our flesh was crucified. Read the following verses and jot down what they are teaching .

a. Rom. 6:6-7
b. 2Cor. 5:14,17

c. Gal. 2:20

d. Gal. 5:24.  

4. Define what you think “flesh” means here.  What aspect of  “the flesh” was crucified?  In what way was “the flesh” crucified?  In what sense do you think Paul means we are to be crucified?  In what sense does he not mean it?

5. What is promised for those who persevere and crucify the flesh?  Of what significance is it that God is the One who is making these promises?

a. Rom. 6:7-8

b. Rom. 6:11

c. Rom. 8:13

6. Why did  Arthur focus so much on the point that we must be a "holy sacrifice, acceptable to God"?  Review that portion of the lecture.  What did he mean when he said that "we are all Stephen Paddocks" in varying degrees.  How did he draw that conclusion (you're going to have to follow the logic carefully)?  Discuss your thoughts.
7. Talk, as they say, is cheap.  If we are to present ourselves as living and holy sacrifices to God, we actually need to evaluate our lives honestly and see what needs to be given up and "sacrificed" to the Lord.  This is tough stuff, of course.  It's not pretty and not easy. But it must be done. Jesus said, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me." (Matt. 16:24) Taking up the cross is a euphemism for death.  What attitudes, values, habits, etc. in your life need to be put to death in order for you to truly live and to bring life to those around you? 

8. If it is indeed true that we are all Stephen Paddocks in varying degrees, we need to ask, what is our Las Vegas?  What is your Las Vegas? Where have you wreaked havoc as a result of living in your own personal eco-system? Please consider this carefully and humbly, and then discuss it with God.
9. Memorize Romans 12:1-2 (NASB) - shown on page 1
